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Temporality 

 PAST PRESENT FUTURE 
Primordial (Originary)Temporality 
(Not Sequential Structure) 
 
Ecstases (Being-in) 
 
 
 
 
Horizontal schemata (the world) 

Having been (Beenness) and still with us 
(Givenness)  -- Faciticty 
 
Disposedness 
Coming back to its already-was  
(Sensitive to what is worthwhile) 
 
 
 
In the face-of-which (equipment and coping 
capacities already given) 

Making present (amidst entities) 
Falling 
 
Falling 
Letting itself be encountered by  
(Open to solicitations) 
 
 
 
In-order-to (functioning equipment) 
(Affordances) 
 

Always to-come, (Being an issue for 
itself)  Existing 
 
Understanding 
Coming towards itself. (For the sake of 
roles I am always engaged in being.) 
(Taking up an identity) 
 
Towards-which (Tasks under-takable 
but not accomplishable)  

World Time (The temporality of Care)  
(Sequential-holistic) 
 
Ecstatic Horizons (World conditions) 
 
Within-time-ness (Events in the world) 
 
Dated, spanned, significant, & public.  
(Time to do this or that, e.g. Lunch time) 
 

Always-already-in 
 
 
 
 
Retaining 
Formerly-Earlier than 
 
Finished task (Cleaning up) 
 
 
Relying on the referential totality, specific 
back-up equipment, and the skill for using 
it.  

Being-amidst 
 
 
 
 
Making present (Absorbed action.) 
Now that 
 
Doing the task (Eating lunch.) 
 
 
Springs into using equipment, i.e. 
responds to their solicitations. 

Ahead-of-itself 
 
 
 
 
Awaiting outcome 
Then When - Later Than 
 
Time to do a task. (Getting ready for 
lunch). 
 
Accomplishes the task 

Ordinary conception of Time. Sequence of 
contentless moments. 
(Clock time) (Present-at-hand.) 

No longer now, gone-by Now Not yet now 

 

 



 
 
 
Phil 189 3/14/0 
Prof. H. Dreyfus 

 2 

Existentiell Temporality 
 

 
 PAST PRESENT FUTURE 

Temporality of authentic Dasein 
 
 
 

 
1. Phronisis 
    (Resoluteness) 

 
 
 

2. Historicizing 
(Anticipatory resoluteness) 

Resolute (Guilty). Indebted to ungrounded 
practices. 
 
 
Coming-back-to its throwness as having-
been.  Repetition 
 

Takes up its factical thrownness and 
adapts it to the Situation. 
 

 
 
 

Repetition of possibilities in the 
cultural heritage 
Loyalty - perpetuating a role by 
transforming it. Reciprocative 
rejoinder. 
Steadfast but flexible. 

General Augenblick (taking in the whole 
Situation and taking action). 
 
 
Waiting-towards 
 

 
Carried away into the Situation. 
Seizes the moment (Kairos).  
(BP 288) 
 
 
 
Sees a new reality and that it’s its job 
to bring it about 
Moment of transformation of self and 
world (Kierkegaardian Augenblick). 
 

Anticipation of possible world collapse. 
(Being-towards-Death) 
 
 
Coming-towards-itself 
 
 

For-the-sake of doing the appropriate 
thing, at the appropriate time, in the 
appropriate way.  
 
 
Transforms its identity (its fate). 
(Transforms a cultural role.) 
Defines the issue for its generation. 
Transforms its culture’s identity (its 
culture's destiny). 
 

Temporality of non-authentic Dasein. 
 

1. Inauthentic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    2.   Authentic coping 
 

Repudiating (its thrownness) 
 
 

Retaining and forgetting in a 
derivative sense 

 
Too flexible (forgets thrownness) 
 
Too rigid (denying groundlessness). 
 
 
 
 
Retaining what really matters 

Making present,(absorption) 
 
 
Absorbed in the general situation. 
Reacting to successes and failures. 
 
Curiosity, distracton 
 
Following the procedures and 
standards of the one. 
 
 
 
Absorbed in  the concrete Situation 

Awaiting (results) 
 
 

Expecting success or failure 
 
Taking up whatever works for now 
(the feasible) 
 
Pursuing the urgent, feasible, and 
indispensable.  
 
 
 
For the sake of ownmost possibility. 
 

 


