EVALUATION METHODS

TIP SHEET

QUANTITATIVE METHODS: Quantitative data collection methods consist of
counts or frequencies, rates or percentages, or other statistics that document the
actual existence or absence of problems, behaviors, or occurrences. This data can
yield representative and generalizable information. These methods are usually
objective and require the use of standardized measures so that varying
perspectives and experiences can fit into a limited number of predetermined
response categories. These methods are usually easier to summarize and compare
than qualitative methods. Examples of quantitative data collection methods
include the following:

4 Surveys

4 Questionnaires that ask close-ended questions such as pre- and post-tests
+ Performance tests

2 Clinical tests, such as urine and blood tests

# Observation checklists

4 Archival research that provide statistical data such as from local, state or
federal databases, agency service records, school records, and police and
juvenile court records. Archival data already exists.

Advantages: Generally quantitative methods are easy to administer, can include
relatively large number of questions, can yield large samples, are easier to
summarize, and are more widely accepted as a form of evidence regarding
program effectiveness.

Disadvantages: Data may not be as rich or as detailed as qualitative methods.
Survey/written questionnaires may be difficult for some participants, may
not provide all the information needed for interpretations of data findings,
and the large amounts of data may require more sophisticated analysis
approaches.
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QUALITATIVE METHODS: Qualitative data collection methods result in
descriptions of problems, behaviors or events, can provide narrative descriptions
of people’s thoughts and opinions about their experiences, attitudes, and beliefs.
These measures provide the “stories” that illustrate the nature of the problem
addressed. Examples of qualitative data collection methods include:

4 Key informant or individual interviews

4 Focus groups

4 Open-ended questions on a survey or questionnaire
# Logs, journals, diaries and/or essays

# Stories/Case studies

4 Participant observations/field notes

4+ Document review: examining written records such as logs, correspondence,
meeting minutes, or news articles or other published accounts

Advantages: Qualitative data methods capture more depth and provide insights as
to the “why” and “how” of attitudes and behaviors, clarify quantitative data
and sometimes puts it into the context of people’s lives and experiences.
This makes quantitative data easier to understand, provides more details
and nuances, and explains what the program means to the people involved.

Disadvantages: Qualitative data collection methods are time consuming to
capture and analyze. This data is more subjective and may be difficult to
summarize and compare systematically. It is generally viewed as less
reliable because qualitative data is more subjective than quantitative
methods, and may yield smaller sample sizes.

pr—

Prevention | by Design

EVALUATION M ETHODS 5 - 1 1 WORKING TOGETHER FORIEfFECTIVE OUTCOMES
TIP SHEET 5/3/06




SAWODLNO IAILDIIIIT O YIHLIDOL DNIHHEOM

usIso(] A | uonuUaAdI]

¢l-¢g

90/€/S 133FHS dIL
SAOHLIN NOILYNTYAT

sisAjeue

o} awi} |euollippe saiinbal
fsdnoJ3 omj 1o auo 3ulop
AJUO }1 Bwedy swi} Loys

ul auop aq ued- -a19|dwod
01 paau noA sdnoi3 snooy
JO Jaquinu a8y} uo spuadaq

Jojeqljioe) padxe ue ally
01 paau noA J1 aaIsuadxs
9Q ued ‘asnoy-ul auop 4l
AjanIsuadxaul auop aq ue)

Sjuswalinbai

awi} s,a/doad Q1-9 199W
0} 8|npayas 01 }nd1yid
‘sasuodsal

azA|eue 0} pJey aq ue)
fJ01e111108) POO3 B Salinbay

dWI] 1OYS e Ul UOI1ewoUl
Jo yidep pue a3ueu

193 01 Aem 1UBI1214)d ‘swou
pue sepniilie AJunwuwod
pue ‘spasu jnoge
uoliewJoul 183 A¥oinb uen

sdnou3 snoo4

3ulwnsuod

Joamalniaiul ases|d 03 aJIsep
‘suolidadiad aA1108|8S

‘10149 ||B2al y3noayy
uoljewJoul posip Aew
99MBIAIBIUI {SBI0UBISISUODUI
ur 3jnsaJ ued Ay jiqixal4
*azAjeue 03 3NJIYIP 3¢

Kew ‘slamalnialul paulel]
Alu3iy ‘paijijenb-jjam
salinbal ‘seiq malniaul

suolisanb Ajuie|d 1o uiejdxe
0} JOMBIAIBIUI SMO||e
{S0UBISWNDIID JeIndiled
ul Jo s|enpialpul Jejndiled
0} MaIAIBIUI BulislsSIulWpe
ul 8|qIxa|} 8q 0] JoMdIAIBIUI
SMO||e {(SaAI10adsiad
palieA) uoljewloul

Jo yidap pue a3ued ||ny

e 193 ued {sjy3isul mau pue

awll Aian aq ue) aAIsuadx3 |e1jualod ‘esedwod | elep you sp|alA ‘|ielep pue SMBIAIBIU|
pue azAjeue 0} pJey aq ue) | yidep ul saidoy aiojdxa ue)
guipJom 03 anp sjuedioljed
4O 3ulueaw papusiul Aanins painioniis
sasuodsal Jo sisAjeue 104dJaiul 01 3 NdIpIp 8q AB|A e 0] UollewJoul pajielsp | (suolnsanb papus-uadQ)
0} Jake| Jayloue sppy dAISuadxau| | Jemsue jou op ualo ajdoad pue yidap-ul alow Sppy | Sadleuuolissnb pue sAemng
siskleue
10} wa|qoid e sI uo1lnyY
"|awl} aJow Jfo1s a|doad Auew
aJinbai yoym ‘shkenins dAISUadxa [IN4,, ®Y} apiroid 3,usso( W04} elep 1o S10| 1898 ued

auoyds|a} Jo |lew se

yons ‘walsAs uolingliisip
9y} uo spuadap 1nq
‘ajeJopow SI palinbal swi |

91inb aq ued yoiym
sAenins |lew Jo suoyds|al
3u110Npuo9d ssvjuUN
‘anisuadxaul AjoAlle|ay

‘yidsp yoe| 1nqg a4nioid
|esauad e apiaoid Aew eleq
{sasuodsal

[njyiniun Jo paselq

ul ynsas Aew podai-}|9s

‘AisnowAuoue 819|dwod ued
‘azAjeue pue ajedwod 01
Ases {s01do} Jo a3uel apIm
19n02 ued ‘ejep aA13d1I0Sap
3ulieyies Jo} pooy

(suonsanb papus-aso|))
saJleuuolisanb pue skenng

auwi|

1509

sadeluenpesiq

sagejuenpy

POYIBIN

90UB|D Y 1Y SPOYIB UOI199](0) eleq




SAWODLNO IAILDIIIIT O YIHLIDOL DNIHHEOM

usIso(] A | uonuUaAdI]

€l -¢g

90/€/S 133FHS dIL
SAOHLIN NOILYNTYAT

gulwunsuod

awlil A1an aq ued

spJooal 9jelidoidde sseooe
pue 91e20| 0} Y2Jeasay

aAISuadxau|

S1SIXa Apeal|e 1eym

0} pa}olJ}sal elep 3 NJIYIp
9q Aew sisAjeue ‘ssaooe
10/pue 91e20| O} }NJIHIP
9q Aew spJodal awos
{A11017UBYINE B|geUOIISBNb
0 J0 81eJNdJRUI

9q Aew ‘a19|dwooul

9q Aew spioday

selq ||edaJ 0} 309lgns

J0oU SI 1ey} AJo3sIy JO piodal
e apinoid ‘fanisniigoun
‘w1 Jano spualy Jo Apnis
Jo} Aylunuoddo spinoid
‘sapnyiie d1gnd pue
alew|o |eanyljod ‘suoiyisod
‘1saJaiul ‘anjen 3uluiwIalep
Joj |njasn A|jedo] a|ge|ieny

M8IABJ 1UBWND0(

pazAjeue pue paJalsiuiwpe
Apoinb aq uen

Ja1siulwpe 01 Asea
pue aAlsuadxaul aq uey

K103s |n} 8y3 apinoid
10U SB0p }oeqpasy |njaied
apinoJd jou Aew ‘3uijesyd
Jo 3u1yoeod el uolldniiod

01 108[gns aq Aew ‘siaye}
1s91 Jo sdnoJ3 awos jsulede
paselq aq Aew ‘jeloijiadns
pue paljijdwisiano aq Ae

9zAleue pue

aJedwod 01 Ases ‘AllwAuoue
apinoid ued ‘pauled
93pa|mouy 1o 3uluies|

JO Jojedipul a|qipaJo e

se paydadoe Ajapim ‘isuuew
pJemioj1ysielis e Ul palods
9Q Ued ‘S|[I%S JO 18S JO
wnNoLINg UsaAIg e yojew
0] Pa1dNJISU0d 8q ued :op
ued pUB SMOUY JaYe] 1593}
39Ul 1BYM UO UOIleuLIoUl
9AI1308[qo sepInoid

SEET

gulunsuod

aWl} 8q UeD ‘SUOIIBAISSQO
341 3U110NpuUod Sawl} Jo
Jaquinu a8yl uo 3uipuadaq

4€1S asnoy-ul ypum
pa1a|dwoo JI anIsuadxs
Se 8 10U |]IM ‘JaAIasqo
Pa[|1XS € ally O} arey
noA }1 anIsuadxe aq ue)

9z140391e0 0] Xxa|dwod 8q
ued ‘sjoineyaq 1aidisiul 0}
HN2141Ip 8q ued :jedidAye aq
Aew panJasqo SiolAeyaq Jo
18S J0 JOIABYDQ ‘Blep HOISIp
Kew Janiasqo Jo uolydaoiad
9A1109|9s ‘sjuediolped

JO Joineyaq 1098)4e

Aew JanIasqo ‘SIanIasqo
pauleJ} pue paljljenb

-||1om ‘paousiiadxe salinbay

Sawoo3no pajedioijueun
SuliA}1uspli 4o} saijiunyoddo
sapinoid ‘3ulles

9|qIX8|} pue ‘painioniisun
‘|ednieu ul SINJ20 elep
{sdnoi3 pue sjenpiaipul Jo
JolneYyaQ 1N0gE UOIjeW Ol
108J1p sapinoid 1and20

Kayy se sjuans 03 1depe
ued fn220 Asyl se weidoid
e JO suollesado ayy malA

01 A1lunuoddo syl seAln

suolleAIasqQ

auwi|

1509

sadeluenpesiq

sagejuenpy

POYIBIN

90UB|D Y 1Y SPOYIB UOI199](0) eleq




90/€/S 133FHS dIL
SAOHLIN NOILYNTYAT

SAWODLNO IAILDIIIIT O YIHLIDOL DNIHHEOM .q._” - m

usIso(] A | uonuUaAdI]

dulwnsuod
awi} aunb Ajjensn

1Jadxs ue aily

0] aAeY NnoA JI aalsuadxa
fasnoy-u| auop aq ued
SIY1 JI aaIsuadxaul Ajdie4

(Yipeaiq)
ejep jo adues apim apinoid

10U S80p Y ‘uollew.Jolul

J0 yidep siussaidal
ysnoyyje ‘pazi|esauss-1ono
10 pajaidiaiul-1ano aq Aew
S9SBI [BNPIAIPUI {S80IN0SaJ
pue awli} JO SWJa}

ul A13s02 aq ued ‘wes)
Suilodas pue uoI129||02
BlEp pauleil-||dM pue
paiedlisiydos e salinbay

S9Sed Jo

uosiedwod ssoJo y3noiyl
uoljeulexs aalsusyaidwod
10NpuU0od URD ‘elep ayl Wol)
93JawWa JoU asIMIBYlo WYSiw
Jey} siojoey 3ullel|ioey

J0 sadueyod uledxs djay
ued {sj01oe} |ENIX8IUOD pue
UOIUBAJIBIUI BY] UBaMIS]
SUOI3ORJIBIUI JO UOIlRIO|dXD
y3noJoyj e o} smoje
‘sJapIsino o1 weidoid
Aeiapiod 01 suesw |npamod
‘wes3oid 8y} Ul SoUBLIBAXD
s,uosJad e syoidap Ajn4

salpnis asen

*U011e20| BUO 1B SJ01edIpul
asnge/asn aouelsqns
a|diyInw Joy eiep spiroid
‘s91e]1s se yaons ‘seale
o1ydes3093 Jo3ie| JDASMOH
"3WI} 9|geJapisuod ayel
Aew splooas ajelidoisdde
3uneoo| ‘sioiealpul

3y} uo Sulpuadaq

JoUJalUI 0} SS900.
saJinbal ‘aAIsuadxau|

*S9I1IUNWWOD
pajeiodioouiun

[|lews 1o spooyoqysiau

Se |yons ‘seale |BI0|
SNSJOA ‘S8I3UNOD JO S1e1S
se yons ‘seale 21ydes3093
23Je| 40} 8|ge|leAe 8q Ajuo
Kew pue ‘sieak G-T Kions
palepdn aq Ajuo Aew eje(q
(‘seseq uolieindod |lews
0} Ajdde 03 3INdIYIp 3G |[IM
‘000°0T uaAs 10 0O0‘00T
se yons ‘suolie|ndod Jadie|
uo paseq sajey) "wajqo.d
|e20| 8y} Jo ,,84n301d,,
91eJndoe ue apiaoid

10u Aew Aayj ‘sadejuadiad
1o ,Soles,, se pajussaid

ale e1ep siyl usym

"auI[-uo

passadde 8q UBJ ejep Sy}
usyQ -suolieindod Jejiwis
Jay10 yum suosiiedwod

Joy sadejuadiad

pue ‘sajel apinoid

ued pue ‘spuaJ} apiroid

0] W1} JOAO payoeJ}

9Q ued ‘suoljeulquiod
SNOIJBA Ul paduala)dl
-S040 8Q UBD ejep ay |
‘poAJas eale Ol1ydel3093

3yl UIYy}IM asnge Jo asn
aouelsqns Jo ainjoid ||eJano
ue apinoid ued eyl poylaw
u0I109]|09 elep anlsuadxau|

eleq |eAlyoIy

auwi|

1509

sadeluenpesiq

sagejuenpy

POYIBIN

90UB|D Y 1Y SPOYIB UOI199](0) eleq




90/€/S 133FHS dIL
SAOHLIN NOILYNTYAT

SAWODLNO IAILDIIIIT O YIHLIDOL DNIHHEOM

usIso(] A | uonuUaAdI]

G1-G

‘dn 108
S| WalsAs 9douU0 puewWap Uo
a|ge|leae Ajjensn aJe eleq
*(SYoam Md) e 01 SAep ma))
paJinbai awil dn 18s awWog

ewi}

Jano Ajpueoiyiugdis doup
S}S00 UollezI|IIN “Isljeroads
Jo |euoissajold S|H 4o swll
Jano2 snw ‘Sulwwesdoid
Jondwod Joy papasu 8q
Aew s1500 dn Jels |eniu|

'sJasn

Ae| 10} w0y A|pudlij-1asn

e Ul pauodal pue paule|dxs
8¢ 0] paau ejep S19
f41s1|e10ads e |euolssajoud
e AQ uoljesado saldinbal
‘{sadus||eyd |e2IUYDB] pue
|e3a| anjoaul Aew eyl elep
JO Sulpeojumop saJinbal
{91em1jos |e10ads saiinbay

'SguI11es

10 seaJe poajeudissp

10} s3|gelien aiow Jo

oM} usamiaq sdiysuoiie|al
JO SUOIIBAJBSQO SMO||e
‘suoljoipsunl aJjus o1
‘s10143s1p @21j0d pue sapod
diz se yons seale 093 0}
S9SS2JppE |ENPIAIPUI WOJ)
3ui3uel s3uilles Jo/pue
seaJle o1ydes30a3 poa10s|as
Ul SJUBAS UO $8SN004

suiddey s19

auwi|

1509

sadeluenpesiq

sagejuenpy

POYIBIN

90UB|D Y 1Y SPOYIB UOI199](0) eleq




