Cross-Cultural Color Preferences in Japan and the USA
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In both cultures, men like Saturated
and dislike Muted colors more than
women do (p<.01)

found that the British preferred “cool” colors, whereas the Chinese
preferred “clean, fresh, modern colors.”
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Hurlbert & Ling (2007) studied color preferences in Britain and
China.They found that Chinese observers tended to have higher pref- and Dark colors more than Japanese N

this effect as arising because red is the symbol of "good luck" in China. Prefe rence for Rue
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WAVE:s of Color and Emotion

Where do color preferences come from?

The Ecological Valence Hypothesis: People like colors of objects they like (e.qg.,
sea and sky) and dislike colors of objects they dislike (e.g., feces and vomit).

Japanese women like both Light
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Research Questions

® What commonalities exist between color preferences in
American and Japanese cultures?

Phase 1: Colored Object Associations: 74 participants viewed each of the BCP-37
colors and verbally described as many objects as they could having that color.

® What differences exist between color preferences in Ameri-
can and Japanese cultures?

Phase 2: Object Valence Ratings: 98 other participants saw the 280 object de-
scriptions and rated each for how “appealing” it was.

Calculating WAVEs of colors (Weighted 2 :z T alated r=+.82
Affective Valence Estimates): Average & _| b
valence ratings for each description
were multiplied by frequency of report
for each color, then averaged.
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® What gender differences exist in these two cultures, and how
do they compare across cultures?
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B/Y ratings explain
88% of hue variance;
R/G adds another 5%
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® Where do color preferences come from, and how might B/Y ratings explain
cross-cultural effects be explained? 86% of hue variance

Correlation with US preferences is +.82!

WAVE data from Japanese participants
are currently being collected.
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General Methods :
Preference for All Chromatic Colors
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~_~ Gender Differences in Color Preference
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Experimental Tasks >0

Muted Men prefer Saturated to Muted colors whereas women prefer the opposite.

Japanese women like both Light and Dark colors more than Japanese men do
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Color Preference Ratings:
“How much do you like this color?”
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